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I, Julia Bladin, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of 

the State of Washington that the following statements are true and correct 

to the best of my knowledge: 

1. I am an employee of Columbia Legal Services (CLS) 

where I work as a Legal Assistant.  

2. As a Legal Assistant, I am responsible for managing CLS’s 

attorney collect line, which allows people from institutions, including 

prisons to contact CLS to make confidential calls to CLS at no charge.  

3. For the past several weeks, we have been hearing concerns 

from people who are in Department of Corrections facilities and their 

family members regarding fears about COVID-19. These concerns have 

been increasing, especially since DOC first confirmed cases among staff. 

4. Since Monday, April 6, 2020 – the date that the first person 

in a Washington Department of Corrections prison tested positive for 

COVID-19 – CLS has received over one hundred calls from the collect 

line from people in prison across the State who are concerned about 

COVID-19 entering the prisons.  

5. In the past 48 hours, I spoke with at least 15 people from 

the Monroe Correctional Complex Minimum Security Unit (“MCC-

MSU”), who have raised their concerns about COVID-19 in that facility 
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given that a number of staff and people in prison have tested positive for 

COVID-19 in that prison.  

6. Many of the people I have talked with at MCC-MSU have 

serious concerns about their safety and are really scared because they are 

older and/or have underlying health conditions, such as respiratory issues.  

7. The people I spoke with have also shared with me that 

many staff are not consistently wearing masks in the units, even though 

staff have access to masks and other protective gear, while the people 

incarcerated in the prison generally do not have access to these materials. 

Another said that they heard that wearing of masks for staff is supposed to 

be mandatory, but that it seems optional because there is no consistency 

among staff. One person explained to me that people were given masks at 

work, but that correctional officers would confiscate them from people 

when they returned to the unit.  

8. The people I talked with at MCC-MSU also feel at risk of 

catching COVID-19 because social distancing is impossible within their 

units, and many of the other people in their units are sick and have 

symptoms of COVID-19, such as coughing. One prisoner stated that 

people in B unit are “falling like flies.” 

9. Callers also mentioned that sanitation and screening 

protocols remain insufficient. DOC had allowed yellow hazardous waste 
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bags to pile up in the hallway where people enter and exit for chow hall. 

They have been given hand soap and bleach, too; however, the bleach is 

heavily diluted so as not to be effective.  

10. Screening protocols consist solely of taking a person’s 

temperature and asking them about their symptoms.  

11. Callers also mentioned that DOC has created a tense 

environment due to the quarantining of people and the lack of information 

that is being shared with people in the units. One caller noted that inmates 

in B-unit were “going off” due to being quarantined. Several callers noted 

that on April 7, 2020, people in B-unit barricaded themselves in their cells 

and that the correctional officers brought in McDonald’s food to try to 

calm them down. 

12. Adding to the tension is that that people are just taken off 

the unit without any explanation, creating confusion and uncertainty. 

Additionally, there was mention of staff taking the temperatures of people 

in the unit, and then telling those individuals what their temperature were 

in front of other individuals. These actions have the potential to create 

conflict in the unit. If other prisoners have access to this medical 

information, it could lead to stigma or violence against an individual 

whose temperature may be symptomatic of COVID-19. 
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13. I have also received numerous calls and voicemails from 

family and friends of people at MCC-MSU, who are very concerned about 

their loved one’s safety in light of transmission of COVID-19 in the 

facility.  

DATED this 8th day of April, 2020 at Seattle, Washington. 

 

_______________________________ 

Julia Bladin 

Columbia Legal Services 
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