Columbia 2026 Legislative Agenda

Legal Services

CLS is a non-profit civil legal aid organization based in Washington state. We advocate for laws
that advance social, economic, and racial equity for people living in poverty. We provide legal
assistance, including class actions and policy advocacy, to people who cannot access federally
funded legal services due to government restrictions. Working in collaboration with our
community partners, we support legislation in 2026 that includes:

Standing up for our immigrant neighbors. The legislature should support immigrant equity in
health care coverage (budget proviso) by protecting funding for the Apple Health Expansion
program, which has provided health care coverage for 12,000 Washingtonians unable to access
Medicaid due to their immigration status. Washington employers should also play a role in
protecting our state’s immigrant workers from excessive and harmful immigration efforts by
notifying workers about upcoming immigration document audits (HB 2015 | SB 5852).

Washington should end a 90-year inequity by establishing collective bargaining rights for
farmworkers (SB 6045). The National Labor Relations Act has excluded farmworkers since its
enactment in 1935, an exclusion rooted in racial discrimination: a majority of farmworkers in the
1930s were Black. WA can step in and provide labor protections currently denied in federal law.

Washington should protect the rights of people who shelter in their vehicles (HB 1240).
Though a 2021 WA Supreme Court decision held that people sheltering in their vehicles should
not be forced to accumulate further debt after a tow, courts around the state are failing to respect
those protections. CLS seeks to codify this court decision to ensure the rights of people who
shelter in their vehicles are protected as required by law.

Washington should alleviate crowding and poor conditions in Juvenile Rehabilitation facilities by
expanding access to community placement (TBD). Transferring young people to adult prisons is
not the answer. CLS supports legislation that would reduce excessive sentences for certain
crimes, require judges to consider community placement before sending youth to prison, and
ensure DCYF exhausts all less-restrictive options before even considering any transfer to DOC.

Washington should stop investing in private prison companies (TBD). The legislature has
already stated its opposition to private prisons, so we should stop profiting from them. We should
also require private detention centers currently operating to report serious incidents to the state
and to law enforcement, including deaths, injuries, or allegations of abuse (TBD). The state
requires residential treatment facilities to do similar reporting of serious incidents, so we should
require the same of companies running private detention facilities.

People in our state prisons are serving excessively long sentences that deny opportunities for
redemption and rehabilitation. The legislature should support efforts to reduce these inequitable
sentences and to offer opportunities for second chances by passing the judicial discretion act
(HB 1125 | SB 5269), and by reducing long sentences for offenses committed as a young person,
both proactively (HB 1317), and retroactively (HB 1274 | SB 5715).
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